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“Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. . . For as in Adam all die, 
so in Christ will all be made alive.  But 
each in his own turn:  Christ, the 
firstfruits; then when He comes, those 
who belong to Him,”   
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (NIV). 
 
Nothing is certain but death and taxes.  So 
goes the old familiar saying. But there is 
something even more certain than either 
death or taxes.  And that is the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection. 
 
The word “firstfruits” brings to mind the 
picture of a great harvest.  In the Old 
testament the first sheaf of grain was 
offered to God in thanksgiving and in faith 
that the rest of the crop would likewise be 
safely brought in. 
 
The fact that Jesus rose from the dead 
guarantees that we who trust in Him shall 
likewise rise  unto eternal life when He 
comes again on the Last Day. 
 
Therefore, when we lay the mortal remains 
of a loved one to rest, we do not grieve like 
those who have no hope.  For “we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in Him,”  (1 
Thessalonians 4:14). 
 
We also live our own lives now in 
confidence because we know that Christ 

has conquered sin, death, and hell for us.  
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain,”  (Philippians 1:21). 
 
This necessarily affects the way in which 
we live.  Those who trust in the risen Savior 
want to worship, serve and obey Him.  
“How can I repay the LORD for all His 
goodness to me?  I will lift the cup of 
salvation and call on the name of the 
LORD.  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in 
the presence of all His people,”  (Psalm 
116:12-14). 
 
How could anyone who really believes in 
Christ as his risen Savior fail to come to 
worship Him? 
 
Death and taxes are certain.  So is the 
resurrection!  Let us, therefore, live as 
those who really believe it.  Let us call on 
the name of the Lord who died for us and 
rose again.  Let us fill His holy house with 
worshippers not only on the Feast of the 
Resurrection (Easter) but also every 
Sunday.  For every Sunday is “a little 
Easter” and a celebration of the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection of the body 
and the life of the world to come. 
 
A blessed Easter to you all! 
 
In the love of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
 
Pastor Warren Woerth

 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 


